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New Allocation Model 

Goal:  Develop an objective approach for distributing 

pheasant among WMAs to maximize hunter safety & 

satisfaction 



Development Process and Next Steps  

• Jan2015 : Pheasant & Quail Stamp Buyer Survey 

• Jan 2015 – Jan 2016:  Internal meetings and draft model development 

• Jan 2016 :  Presentation to F&G Council’s Game Committee   

• March 2016:   Presentation to Fish & Game Council 

• June 2016:   Presentations at State Federation 

• June 2016:   P&Q Stamp Buyers Stakeholder Meetings 

• July/August 2016:  Revise & Finalize 

• September 2016:   Presentation to F&G Council – Vote to Adopt 

• Sept/October 2016:  Division Reps present, additional public outreach 

• November 2016:  Begin Stocking according to Pheasant Allocation Formula 



Stakeholders Meeting Results 
Percent 
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Comments Related to Acreages 

1. Size of entire WMA should be taken into 
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2. Wooded areas (i.e. field buffers) should be 
included in calculation   NO 

 

3. Field aggregates should serve as individual 
units when calculating “small acreage cut-
off”  YES 

 

 

 



2,801 Acres Stocked 
390 Field Acres Field Aggregates 



New Allocation Formula  

P = A (D+1) O 

WMA1 % Pheasant = 
P1 

Psum 

P = pheasant factor; A = area variable; D = proximity to stamp buyer variable 
O = ownership variable 

X  100 
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New Allocation Model  

WMA1 % Pheasant = 
P1 

Psum 

P = pheasant factor; A = area variable; D = proximity to stamp buyer variable; 
C = field aggregate correction 

X  100 

P = A + C (D+1) 

A = (1st 60 ac * 1) + (ac > 60 * 0.1) 

C =  0 if < 6 field clusters/aggregates 
 15 if 6 - 9 field clusters 
 30 if 10 - 12 field clusters 
 45 if > 12 field clusters 
 



Summary of Changes 

1. Removed “Ownership Variable” 

 

2. Added value for multiple large field aggregates 

 

3. Set a minimum of 600 birds/season to stocked 
WMAs 

 



Pheasant Allocation Formula (Comparison of Methods)  

Changes Under “Aggregate Allocation” 

1. Addition of “Field Aggregate Correction” 

2. Set minimum allocation number to 600 birds 
for any single WMA * 

Regional Change w/ Aggregate Correction 

2015 New

North 53% 42%

Central 24% 28%

South 24% 30%

Note: “ownership variable” was removed from both 
formula calculations (this previously reduced the number 
of birds at the Delaware Water Gap) 

* 
* 

* * 
* 

Field Aggregate Method 

Note: all calculations  
based on 50,000 birds 



2016 Stocking  
(50% of total change) 

Note: all calculations  
based on 50,000 birds 





Assisting Stamp Buyers w/Change 
 

- Postcard to stamp buyers 

- Email to stamp buyers 

- Email to listserv 

- Website 

- Division Reps 

- Pheasant-stocked area maps 

- Phased in change 


